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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, February 17th, 2022 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Present:  Debbie Drawe, Jason Ebbs, Laurie Enos, Tim Frelier, Daniel McCusker, Mary Sweeney, 
Eric Tait, Mark Valentine 

 
Absent: Captain Alberti, Sarah Waterman 

Guests: No Guests 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
a. November 18th, 2021 – Laurie Enos motioned to approve the minutes. Mary Sweeney 

seconded the motion. 
 
 

III. COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS: 
 

1. Embury Road Physical Barrier Request – FOLLOW UP 
 

Eric Tait updated the committee regarding a resident request for a physical barrier to be placed 
along the road frontage in front of her home on Embury Road. Her concern is that vehicles heading 
eastbound on Embury Road are unable to navigate the curve on the road and may end up hitting 
her home, vehicles in her driveway, and possibly herself. Since the last committee meeting, staff 
reached out to the sheriff’s office and requested accident data from 2018 to present. There were 
six accidents in the general vicinity.  The cause of the accidents ranged from the following: 

 
1. Unsafe Speed & Traffic Control Device Disregarded 
2. Illness, Fatigued/Drowsy 
3. Unsafe Speed 
4. Sun Glare 
5. Unsafe Lane Change & Unsafe Speed 
6. Slippery Pavement 

 
Eric Tait feels that the accidents were caused by driver error, not because of unsafe roads. He 
does not feel that a physical barrier is needed. 

 
Mark Valentine stated that, since the last committee meeting, the email and traffic data from the 
sheriff’s office was shared with the committee. At the last meeting, the committee did not feel that 
a physical barrier was warranted but wanted to see the accident data to help make an informed 
decision. 

 
Laurie Enos asked if there is some kind of utility box located near the resident’s home on Embury. 

 

Eric Tait responded that there is a Frontier Communications pedestal control box set back from 
the road, along the property line tucked into some pine trees. The resident requested some kind 
of barrier be placed from the intersection of Qualtrough Road and Embury Road up to or even past 
her driveway. 
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Laurie Enos asked if the request was for a guard rail. 
 

Eric Tait replied that a guard rail was requested. 
 

Debbie Drawe asked if all the accidents occurred in the stretch of road in front of the resident’s 
house on Embury. 

 
Eric Tait replied that he is uncertain because there is no map showing the exact location of each 
accident. The accident data was pulled based on the general vicinity of Qualtrough and Embury 
Roads. 

 
Laurie Enos stated that she is not surprised that there are numerous accidents since she 
frequently drives in that area and has witnessed people driving through the stop sign that T’s into 
Embury Road from Qualtrough Road. She has also witnessed drivers not looking before making 
the turn onto Embury Road from Creek Street. She also feels that a guard rail would not be helpful 
in this situation since the drivers are at fault for the accidents reported. Laurie added that the 
property owner has the option to put a fence up on her property if she so desires. 

 
Debbie Drawe mentioned that the possibility of the resident adding trees or a fence was discussed 
at the last committee meeting, however, this may cause some sight distance issues. 

 
Eric Tait said there may be a possibility of adding some more trees behind the existing hedgerow 
to make it more dense, however, trees would not be able to be planted in the easement area along 
the road and near the Frontier Communications utility box. 

 
Debbie Drawe suggested that the speed cart be placed in the area. 

 

Eric Tait agreed that the speed cart may help remind drivers to slow down and adhere to the 
posted speed limit. Eric also stated that the resident is more than welcome to add some kind of 
barrier on her property, but it will be at her own cost. 

 
Debbie Drawe understands the concern of the resident and feels that the accidents are alarming. 
Debbie feels that educating the public and reminding drivers to slow down and pay attention to 
road signs, etc. are key to possibly reducing the number of accidents. Reaching out to the local 
sheriff’s office for extra police presence in the area may also be helpful. 

 
Mark Valentine agreed and said that the committee has reached out to the sheriff’s office in the 
past for similar reasons. Speeding and disregard to traffic control devices are enforcement issues 
and do not fall under the purview of the Transportation Committee. 

 
Dan McCusker asked what the contributing factors were pertaining to the accident that damaged 
the resident’s car parked in her driveway. 

 
Eric Tait replied the accident that damaged her car happened prior to 2018 and he does not have 
that information. 

 
Dan McCusker asked if there was an accident diagram provided to show if the accidents were off 
road, fixed objects, and where exactly were they in relation to the road. 

 
Eric Tait replied that the email received from the Sherriff’s office included the contributing factors 
only. 

 
Dan McCusker stated that he needs more detailed information pertaining to the accidents; such 
as, which direction the cars were traveling, and where exactly did they leave the road. 

 
Tim Frelier agreed and said that the six accidents are a little deceiving because the direction of 
travel and exact location is unknown. It seems like the resident is mostly concerned about cars 
traveling eastbound on Embury Road. 
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Mark Valentine added that the exact location of the accidents needs to be clarified. 
 

Tim Frelier stated that the actual police report will have more detailed information such as the 
direction of travel, etc. 

 
Dan McCusker agreed and feels that the information provided to the committee is not enough to 
make an informed decision. 

 
Tim Frelier stated that he would recommend that the homeowner add a barrier (possibly a berm) 
on her property outside of the easement area. 

 
Dan McCusker feels that installing a fixed object could cause a bigger safety concern and more 
information is needed before offering any recommendations. 

 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 
 Request copies of the accident reports from each accident that occurred in the area 

of Embury Road and Qualtrough Road. 
 

 Place a speed cart on Embury Road 
 

**This agenda item is TABLED until the next Transportation Committee meeting** 
 
 

2. Embury Road and Scribner Road Motor Vehicle Accident 
 

Mark Valentine shared with the committee that he received a phone call from a resident that was 
involved in an accident at the intersection of Embury Road and Scribner Road. No one was 
injured, however, she is very concerned because the other driver did not stop at the four way stop. 
She has requested that a blinking red light be installed at the Embury and Scribner Road 
intersection. Mark told her that he would share her concern at the Transportation Committee’s 
next meeting, but the accident history/data would need to be obtained and reviewed before any 
decision would be made. Depending on what the accident data reveals, a traffic study may need 
to be conducted. 

 
Laurie Enos stated that she travels that area frequently and has witnessed numerous cars fly 
right through the intersection with no regard to the stop signs. There is nothing in that intersection 
that would obstruct the view of drivers, so it seems that people are just distracted or not paying 
attention. She has also seen a county patrol car in Greenwood Park monitoring the intersection. 

 
Mary Sweeney added that she has also witnessed drivers going through the intersection without 
stopping and has mentioned it in previous committee meetings. 

 
Tim Frelier was under the impression that this intersection was double posted. 

 

Mark Valentine replied that the double posted signs he is thinking of is at Harris Road and Sweet 
Corners Road. 

 
Dan McCusker said that this issue should be handled in steps, such as larger stop signs, double 
posted signs, etc. before considering a blinking light. 

 
Tim Frelier stated that sometimes when there is good sight distance at an intersection, drivers will 
roll through the intersection or not stop at all. 
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Jason Ebbs noted that there is no stop bar located at that intersection and asked if stop bars are 
only required if there is a crosswalk at the location. 

 
Mark Valentine replied that crosswalks are not required for stop bars. 

 

Eric Tait asked how old the image of the intersection is. 
 

Mark Valentine replied it was taken in June of 2012. 
 

Laurie Enos stated that she believes stop bars have been added to the intersection since that 
photo was taken. 

 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 

 
 Request a copy of the accident data from the Sherriff’s office. 

 
**This agenda item is TABLED until the next Transportation Committee meeting** 

 
 

3. Liberty Street and Route 441 Traffic Light Request 
 

Mark Valentine shared with the committee that this request for a traffic light was passed along to 
him from the Supervisor’s office. Route 441 is a state highway and does not fall under the Town’s 
jurisdiction, however, staff wanted to share the concern with the committee and possibly ask 
NYSDOT to do a study on the area. Liberty street is askew from Mott’s Lane so there would be 
some alignment issues. Traffic counts on Liberty Street would also need to be looked at. The 
resident had also requested a traffic light where the highway portion of Route 441 ends at Penfield 
Road, which was discussed approximately three years ago with the committee. 

 
Debbie Drawe said that she lives near the area and she has experienced first-hand the difficulty 
of turning onto Route 441 from Liberty Street. The sight distance is poor due to the hill and when 
there is snow piled up in the winter months, it makes the site distance even worse. Making a left 
turn onto Liberty Street from Route 441 is also very dangerous. Traffic coming up from behind is 
traveling at a high rate of speed, which could potentially result in a rear end collision. Debbie said 
she was actually rear ended herself making that turn. Taking a right out of Liberty Street is very 
difficult and taking a left is almost impossible. 

 
Jason Ebbs noted that there is a “no left turn” sign on Motts Lane turning onto Route 441 from 
Liberty Street. 

 
Debbie Drawe added that she has witnessed drivers turning left despite the signage. She recalls 
a resident requesting some type of mirror be placed on the corner of Liberty Street and Route 441 
so drivers can see approaching cars, but again, anything placed on the road is out of the Towns 
purview because it is a state road. 

 
Dan McCusker said that the best course of action from this committee, is to turn this request over 
to NYSDOT. Route 441 is a state highway and the Town has no jurisdiction to make any changes. 

 
Mark Valentine stated that he wanted to share this request for education purposes to help 
residents understand how requests are handled and to understand that state roads are not 
controlled by the Town. The Town can only forward requests/concerns to NYSDOT for their review 
and approval for any changes. Once NYSDOT completes the study, staff will share the findings 
with this committee. 

 
Dan McCusker believes that since Mott’s Lane had to go through a permit process with NYSDOT, 
this area has most likely already been studied. 
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Jason Ebbs added that heading east on Route 441 during the evening commute is a congestion 
issue. When a car is trying to make a left hand turn from Route 441 onto Liberty Street, it basically 
results in Route 441 becoming a one lane road. 

 
Dan McCusker stated that there are a number of factors that come into play regarding this 
particular corridor such as the proximity to other intersections, other signalized intersections, 
vehicle volume, and peak hours, etc. 

 
Debbie Drawe said she believes that Mott’s Lane was put in approximately ten years ago, so 
there may be some helpful information in those records. Debbie also remembers the Town looking 
for grant money to a build a pedestrian bridge over Penfield Road to help with foot traffic in the 
four corners area but that did not come to fruition. 

 
 

THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Staff will forward the request for the traffic light at Liberty Street and Route 441 to 
NYSDOT. 

 
**This agenda item is HELD until staff receives a response from NYSDOT** 

 
 

IV. HELD ITEMS: 
1.   Qualtrough Road and Hallmark Road Dual Arrow Sign Request 

 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS: 
1. Eric Tait shared with the committee that the Town Clerk’s office received an email from a 

resident (which was then forwarded to him) requesting information on the law that specifies 
what drivers should be doing when they approach intersections that do not have yield or stop 
signs. Eric will pass the email onto the committee and staff and respond to the resident once 
he obtains that information. 

 
 

VI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
No Public Participation 

 
VII. NEXT MEETING: March 17th, 2022 from 5pm-6pm 

 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:   5:36 pm 
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